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In 2000, the Ukrainian Centre for Economic & Political studies (UCEPS) begins issuing a new magazine
«National Security & Defence». Its title reflects the subject of our studies: political,  economic, social, military, envi-
ronmental and other aspects of Ukraine's national security.

This will be a monthly publication printed in Ukrainian and English. We intend to acquaint the readers with
our analytical reports, bulletins and articles, to monitor threats to Ukraine's national security, and to present politi-
cal analysis, forecasts and comments on topical issues.

Some issues will be devoted to specific subjects and will deal with complex problems of national significance. The
first number is entirely devoted to military reform in Ukraine. Future subjects will include international and economic
priorities of Ukraine, raising Ukraine�s authority, the establishment of civil society, overcoming poverty and unem-
ployment, and the strategic development of the power sector in Ukraine. 

Future issues will present the results of community studies and public opinion polls. The UCEPS sociological
service extends throughout Ukraine; at our request, foreign polling centres canvass public opinion in other countries. 

The magazine is intended for a professional audience. It is circulated among heads and executives of government
agencies, people's deputies, influential politicians and businessmen, scientists, lecturers, experts employed in non-gov-
ernmental analytical centres, as well as among employees of foreign embassies and representative offices. 

UCEPS, being a non-governmental organisation, counts on fruitful co-operation with Ukraine's state power bod-
ies. In each issue we shall present our own expert assessments, forecast future  developments, and propose concrete deci-
sions intended to improve the situation. Our experts do not know the answers to all questions, but they are highly
qualified, competent and experienced. Five years of operation on the domestic market of analytical products have
proven that the ideas of UCEPS experts deserve attention. 

We shall do all we can for readers of «National Security & Defence» to obtain the magazine free of charge.
We are especially grateful to the Embassy of the Netherlands in Ukraine for its support for the first issue. UCEPS
also invites other sponsors; through consolidated efforts, we may solve many problems. 

The publication of the analytical report «Military Reform in Ukraine: The Start, or Another False Start?»
presents the second attempt by UCEPS experts to launch a broad public discussion of military reform. The first
attempt was made in May, 1996, when UCEPS, under the guidance of O.V. Razumkov, prepared the analytical
report «Ukraine's Armed Forces: the problems of reform and the present situation». The report came to the notice of
experts, but the executive power was not ready to accept the proposals put forward by a non-governmental analytical
centre at that point of time. There was no public discussion of the plans for military reform, and only a few suggest-
ed measures were implemented. As a result, the situation developed just as badly as we had predicted, and Ukraine
was unable to avoid the forecasted mistakes. Shall we be cleverer this time?

The Military organisation of Ukraine is in deep crisis. Today this does not pose a serious threat to Ukraine's
security, as large-scale military aggression seems unlikely in the next 5�7 years. However, if the present tendencies in
society, national economy and attitude towards the military on the part of the state and general public persist, and the
departmental approach to military reform overpowers this process, Ukraine may lose its sovereignty in the future. Its
Military organisation will be unable to strongly defend Ukraine's national interests against military threats. 

While substantiating the need for military reform, we consciously put internal factors in the first place: the
Military organisation in its present structure and strength is too expensive for the Ukrainian economy. They say that
there are no funds for reform. This is true, but if there were enough funds to maintain the Armed Forces, reform
would not be necessary. UCEPS experts argue that Ukraine will not be able to ensure the adequate level of combat
readiness and technical equipment of so numerous Armed Forces even in 20�30 years; not only the defence budget
but also the entire state budget will be insufficient for this purpose.

The situation requires an adequate response from the state leadership. Superficial measures are not needed, but res-
olute and dynamic military reform. That's why UCEPS in its report concentrated not on the achievements (quite a
few), but on the shortcomings and weak points of the military sector. 

Provided a strong political will exists, and the head of state is prepared to take radical decisions, military reform
should start immediately, as this is vitally important, and there are pre-conditions for its successful achievement. We
do hope that the answer to the question, made the headline of this report, will be positive.
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