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POST-ELECTIONS CHANGES OF UKRAINIAN POLITICIANS’  
AND POLITICAL PARTIES’ RATINGS

Razumkov Centre  
Scientific Consultant on Legal Issues 

Viktor MUSIIAKA

The next presidential election in Ukraine is set for 31 March 2019. The parliamentary 
election to the 9th Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine will take place on 27 October 2019. 

According to the latest survey conducted in October 2017, the following parties 
would be elected to the Parliament: «Petro Poroshenko Bloc «Solidarity» (13.6%), 
«Batkivshchyna» (10%), «Civic Position» party (8.9%), «Opposition Bloc» party (8.6%), 
«For Life» party (6.8%), the Radical Party of Oleh Lyashko (6.5%), «Self Help» Union 
(5.9%). Others would not be able to cross the 5% threshold.

Curiously, «People’s Front» party that was one of the frontrunners in the election of 
2014, at the moment, has hardly any chances of being elected to the Parliament. The 
support for the presidential «Petro Poroshenko Bloc», «Opposition Bloc», Radical Party 

and «Self Help» Union has also gone down. Instead, 
Yuliia Tymoshenko’s «Batkivshchyna» has strengthened 
its position considerably.

Besides, some parties currently not represented 
in the Parliament have rather good chances of getting 
into the next Verkhovna Rada. These include Anatolii 
Hrytsenko’s «Civic Position», which got 3.1% of votes 
in the 2014 election, and today has an 8.9% rating. 
Another party that could get into the Parliament is 

Rabinovych’s party «For Life» – today 6.8% Ukrainians 
would vote for it. Mikheil Saakashvili’s party was only 
losing points with time, but in autumn there was a small 
rise of its rating.

«Svoboda», «Right Sector» and «National Corps», 
having joined forces, were able to strengthen their 
position, but this was still not enough for them to get into 
Parliament.

Full text

JUDGE SELECTION PROCEDURES DO NOT PROVIDE PROPER COMPETITIVE PROCESS 

The competition for selection of 5 judges to the 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine began in autumn, 
however the use of flawed procedures can cause the 
CCU to become a docile instrument in the hands of  
any branch of power, instead of being an independent 
arbiter.

After the five judges are selected, the CCU will  
become fully operational, which is why it is so important 

who will become part of it. We are talking about a 
constitutional control body, which now has a totally 
different status after the adoption of constitutional 
amendments and the law /on the CCU/. We would like  
to point special attention to the fact that 5 additional  
judges are being selected. Procedures now used to  
select these judges are extremely important, but, 
unfortunately, they do not provide proper competitive 
process. In addition, gaps in the legislation on new 
criteria also negatively affect selection results.

 The state evaded performing a real selection of 
candidates for CC judge positions. There appeared  
two new selection criteria – high morale and  
recognised level of competence. It is unclear, the level 
of competence recognised by whom? This should  
have been specified in the law. Or is this up to the 
professional community? Society has to know, who is 
being chosen and why.

Full text
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MOST UKRAINIANS ARE NOT INTERESTED IN POLITICS 

In the results of the sociological study conducted by 
the Razumkov Centre on 22-27 September 2017, the 
first thing that catches the eye is people’s extremely low 
interest in politics. They are either not interested in it 
altogether, or the level of interest is low.

According to the study, 60.3% of respondents 
have low level of interest in politics (43.1%), or are 
not interested in it altogether (17.2%). Only 37.7% 
responded that their level of interest in politics is 
very high (5%) or that they are rather interested in it 
(32.7%). Option «hard to say» was chosen by 2% of 
respondents.

Low level of interest in politics is demonstrated by 
youth – among 18-29-year-old citizens there are only 
24% of those, who are interested in it.

Full text

ONLY UKRAINIANS CAN CHANGE UKRAINE, WEST CAN ONLY HELP

On 11 December 2017, Chatham House, Razumkov 
Centre and the Hennadii Udovenko Diplomatic 
Academy of Ukraine at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
have held a joint event in the conference hall of 
the latter, where a report of the British think tank  
Chatham House was presented titled «The Struggle for 
Ukraine».

The Struggle for Ukraine report and the Ukrainian 
Forum started by Chatham House have two goals. 
Firstly, to fill the gap the West has, which is the lack 
of knowledge about Ukraine. Even today, there is not 
enough knowledge about Ukraine in the West, and 
those who do have this knowledge, need to refresh 
it, as most view Ukraine through the prism of Russia. 
Ukraine is a part of Western countries’ Russian policy. 
Most leading Western experts are specialists in Russian 
issues. And even when they are not happy with Putin, 
Russia, and its foreign policy, they still mostly use 
Russian stereotypes about Russia’s neighbours as 
guidance. In order to change this we, first, provide a 
platform for objective studies and meetings, as well as 
an information database on Ukraine. And second, we 
are trying to act as a mirror for Ukrainians themselves. 
This can be useful for solving your own internal  
issues. The report covers both these areas. In the  
past 20 years, I have spent a lot of time in Ukraine, so  

I believe I understand how Ukrainians think. Among 
other things, I am concerned that Ukrainians under- 
estimate their potential.

Besides, you need to realise that Ukraine is able 
to accomplish the most daring tasks. The West can 
only help. If the country has no desire to transform 
and modernise its power institutions and government 
system, the West cannot do it for you. We treat Ukraine 
as an independent sovereign state, thus, we cannot 
manage it. We can only create conditions. For example, 
we can say: if you fail to reform customs, which is 
known for its corruption, we will not fund this or that 
programme. And then it is up to you. So, the Ukrainians 
that are saying: «Give us support so we can win the 
war, and then we will reform», in my opinion, fail to 
grasp the problem that the country is facing.

More information on the report can be found at: 
https://reader.chathamhouse.org/struggle-for-ukraine 

Full text

Deputy Director General for Analytics, 
Director of Political and  

Legal Programmes  
Yurii YAKYMENKO

National Security and Defence

EVEN IF THE DECISION ON PEACEKEEPERS IS APPROVED,  
UKRAINE STILL HAS A YEAR ON THE DEFENSIVE AHEAD OF IT

Talking about the mandate of the potential 
peacekeeping mission in Donbas, we need to 
remember that Putin has tried to outpace us. He did 
not manage to do it, but there was an attempt. From 
the standpoint of Ukraine, the ultimate goal of this 
mission is to return to the pre-conflict situation and 
have all losses compensated for, at the very least. So a 
compromise between Putin’s option and the Ukrainian 
one will not do. Ukraine will not agree to this, as for the 
current political elite it will mean loss of power and a 
rise of protest movements, with all the consequences 

that come with those. 

We understand our goals: to restore territorial 
integrity, sovereignty, eliminate the underlying causes 
of contradictions, establish stable peace. A lot of tasks 
must be accomplished in order to achieve this. These 
are not just military tasks: ceasefire, disengagement 
of troops, withdrawal of weapons and gangs led by 
Moscow. There are a lot of other tasks to restore 
peaceful life in Donbas. First, talking about elections, 
it is hard and counterproductive to conduct elections in 

http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/bilshist-ukraintsiv-politykoiu-ne-tsikavliatsia
https://reader.chathamhouse.org/struggle-for-ukraine
http://razumkov.org.ua/statti-ta-interviu/dzheims-sherr-dlia-putina-myrotvorcha-misiia-na-donbasi-tse-i-hambit-i-khytryi-pryiom-vodnochas


UKRAINIAN INTEREST. TILLERSON’S STATEMENT 

Recently, the USA called Russia’s invasion in 
Donbas «unacceptable». Of course, it is nice to 
hear that the US Administration is giving a realistic 
assessment of today’s situation. However, we need  
to realise that Rex Tillerson’s words should not be  
taken as a statement in defence of Ukraine, even if it  
is so. Because, to our greatest regret, Ukraine finds 
itself in the middle of the global competition between 
Russia and the West. And the goal of certain harsh 
actions undertaken by the United States is to harm the 
Russian Federation.

So far, this falls in line with Ukrainian interests. But,  
I repeat, we should not be charmed by this, as 
protection of Ukraine’s national interests is not the focus 
here. Right now, we are receiving ad hoc bonuses 

from this confrontation. Yes, the current situation is 
in favour of Ukraine, but no one can guarantee that it  
will not change in half a year or a year. We need to 
clearly understand that nobody will do our work for us.

It is premature to draw the conclusion from 
Tillerson’s statement that the US is ready to officially 
recognise Russia as the aggressor. Although Kremlin 
is already being told this in the face.

Full text
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PUTIN’S GLOBAL STRATEGY 

Putin’s global strategy is to revise the current state 
of international relations and move Russia a step up. 
For this, he needs to push the United States out of 
Europe, try to fragment Europe, and bring the relations 
with these fragments to a state, where Russia has more 
authority.

One of the steps towards ruining the international 
order are Russia’s actions in regard to Ukraine. Putin 
has violated almost all international order standards, 
and has had no response. Everyone saw that 
international order is non-existent, and that international 
security institutes, both global and regional, have no 
means to respond. This is what he wanted.

 Alone, Ukraine cannot defend its sovereignty and 
recover its territorial integrity. This requires a coalition 

of fellow-countries, ones that support the return of 
international relations to the former state. So, we need 
to establish very close relations with East European 
partners and, in general, with any countries that hold 
this international order important.

In this regard (it is not without reason that we talk 
about hybrid warfare), Russia is waging a strong 
informational war, launching propaganda, a stream of 
lies, double-dealing, fakes, which makes it very hard to 
separate «us» from «them».

Full text

Director of Military Programmes of the Razumkov Centre  
Mykola SUNHUROVSKYI

the midst of the war or right after it. People with post-
conflict trauma can be easily manipulated: a promise 
of some buckwheat or hot water will make them vote 
for the necessary candidate. Second, it is necessary to 
conduct disarming, demobilisation, and reintegration of 
combatants. This is a standard practice, without which 
crime rate cannot be brought down to a more or less 
acceptable level. Third, demining must be performed. 
Fourth, the problem of the displaced people must be 
resolved. For example, will they take part in the elections 
and through what mechanism? If yes, then we need to 
solve the issue of restoring and protecting their property 
rights. And who will protect them? Which courts will 
be solving disputed matters? Will they be protected 
by those, who took them away in the first place, or 
should this be another task for the mission, taking into 
account that there is no Ukrainian government there 
yet? Fifth, we need to restore at least minimal economic 
activity in Donbas. Here, for example, we could use 
the experience of province restoring groups that 
worked in the framework of Afghanistan peacekeeping  
mission. This must be done too. It would be better to 
do this with involvement of western investors, so that 
they could see Donbas not just as a conflict zone 
that requires a never-ending flow of subsidies, but 

as an area with growth potential. Thus, we need to 
look for unconventional approaches. Protection by a 
peacekeeping mission is sort of a guarantee. Then, 
after all of this, it will be time to talk about elections.

Overall, preparing the introduction of a peace- 
keeping mission is not a fast process. Integrated 
planning of a mission consists of three stages: 
prior planning (area of technical mission, concept 
development with mission introduction and extrac- 
tion conditions); operational planning (determining the  
mandate, consultations and distribution of tasks 
among participants, determining resource require- 
ments); ongoing planning and management (deter- 
mining mission’s command that starts the immediate 
planning and adjustment of mission’s tasks). First  
two stages take not less than a year. So even if the 
decision is made on mission deployment, we still have 
a year on the defensive ahead of us.

Full text

Director of Military Programmes of  
the Razumkov Centre  

Mykola SUNHUROVSKYI

Co-director of Foreign Policy and 
International Security Programmes 

Oleksiy MELNYK
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RISKS OF POPULISM AND POLITICISED ECONOMIC DECISIONS WILL INCREASE NEXT YEAR 

Recently the World Bank published its annual report 
Doing Business 2018 that measures regulations that 
enhance/constrain business activity and characterises 
the state of a country’s economy. This year, Ukraine 
has improved its standing by 4 points, and jumped to 
the 76th place from the 80th. 

However, even if the country manages to make 
a strong leap moving several steps up in the ranking, 
this does not guarantee the immediate inflow of foreign 
investment. Investors do not simply have to see the 
country in the hypothetical Top-30, they have to 
carefully consider their decision whether to invest in this 
country or not.

It is good that there are certain improvements, but 
by no means we should overemphasise them, or make 
some conclusions on their basis. Ukraine still remains 
a country in a low position, and is lagging far behind 
even Central and East European countries, with which it 
could potentially compete.

Next year, there is a growing risk of populism and 
politicised economic decisions, redistribution of property 
in favour of «inside» partners, including, for the purpose 
of securing the flow of funds in the upcoming elections.

Full text

Director of Economic Programmes of the Razumkov Centre  
Vasyl YURCHYSHYN

Economy

Director of Economic Programmes 
of the Razumkov Centre  

Vasyl YURCHYSHYN

WHY DOES NOBODY WANT TO BUY ROSHEN? 

Roshen company, which Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko promised to sell back in 2014, cannot 
find a buyer. This is what Giovanni Salvetti, Head of  
CIS at Rothschild Global Financial Advisory Group, told 
in his interview for «Ukrayinska Pravda» (Ukrainian 
Truth). He is the one taking care of Poroshenko’s 
shares, which the President has moved to a «blind 
trust» in 2016. 

Corporation’s sale is very much affected by  
politics. Potential buyers understand that President 
Poroshenko is strongly associated with Roshen, and 
that he is being pressured by the society.

So, it is very possible that those, who would gladly 
buy the corporation, are offering unfavourable terms 
and waiting for a lower price.

Full text

WE ARE UNLIKELY TO KEEP THE INFLATION IN THE SINGLE DIGITS NEXT YEAR 

The economy will grow and salaries will increase 
only in the situation of a stable predictable economic, 
financial, fiscal environment, where property rights are 
secured and economic policy measures are aimed at 
improving the business climate. 

The situation in Ukraine is rather different. When 
last year government predicted 10% inflation, most 
experts said that this forecast was too optimistic. And 
now, since the beginning of the year, the inflation has 
already reached the 14% mark. Good intentions are  
not supported by relevant economic components, 

therefore, according to our estimates, single-digit 
inflation in the following year is very unlikely.

Housing and utilities costs will keep rising. 
Apparently, we will not manage to avoid hryvnia 
devaluation. So, I believe that the optimistic scenario for 
2018 is 12-13% inflation.

Full text

Director of Economic Programmes of the Razumkov Centre  
Vasyl YURCHYSHYN

THIS WINTER’S HRYVNIA EXCHANGE RATE 

In a month, the national currency cheapened 1.3% 
against dollar, according to the official exchange 
rate. For the first time since April this year, hryvnia’s 
exchange rate fell below 27 UAH. In this case, first of all, 
we need to remember the seasonal factor, which affects 
the exchange rate each year. This includes a number of 
factors related to a large amount of payments in the end 
of December: rewards, bonuses, «thirteenth salaries», 
pension increases, etc.

In the second half of January – first half of February, 
this tendency for hryvnia’s devaluation can become 

even stronger. It is possible that we will have an 
exchange rate of 30 UAH per 1 USD. 

But then, especially in March and April, hryvnia will 
start gaining ground. This is also a seasonal change. As 
a rule, in spring and summer, the national currency feels 
better than in the autumn-winter period. So after the 
January-February depreciation to 30-31 UAH/1 USD, I 
think, the exchange rate will go back to 28-28.5.

Full text
Director of Economic Programmes of the Razumkov Centre  

Vasyl YURCHYSHYN
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GRAND PRIVATISATION IN UKRAINE: ARE THERE CHANCES TO GET ON THE WINNING TEAM 

Looking at the Government bill submitted to the 
Verkhovna Rada on privatisation of state property 
in 2018 for the sum of 22.5 billion UAH, it is wise to  
note that the long-term lack of investment and 
modernisation of corresponding productions have sig- 
nificantly devalued the capital currently proposed for 
sale by the government. 

Previously, it was planned to conduct privatisation 
for 17 billion UAH, and now – for 22.5 billion. However, 
the Government will be unable to reach this number. In 
case of high starting prices, the sale may not happen 
at all. We have already had such experience with 
privatisation of Odessa Port Plant (OPZ), when no 

investors turned up. Ukraine has assets that it could 
really sell. However, we should understand that on  
the overall, the attempt to set prices at their highest 
does not match the real state of Ukraine’s economy.

Full text

Scientific Consultant of  
the Razumkov Centre on  

Economic Issues Volodymyr SIDENKO

OFFSHORES “ARE NOT A FORM OF CRIMINAL BUSINESS”,  
BUT THEY ALWAYS RAISE A LOT OF QUESTIONS 

Participants of the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists and Organized Crime and 
Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) simultane- 
ously, on November 5, published their materials in 
over 60 countries on financial deals and schemes 
for enrichment of government representatives and 
businessmen.

Materials published in Ukrainian media on the 
businesses owned by Petro Poroshenko in 2014 can cast 
a shadow on the President, but can in no way be used as 
evidence from the criminal legislation standpoint. However, 
they always cause a lot of questions as to whether they 
are a loophole for tax evasion. In addition to the low taxes 
there, some of these jurisdictions have an unacceptably 
low level of verifying the origin of funds, which creates 

abundant opportunities for illegal financial transactions 
and schemes.

Although measures are being taken, in particular, 
in the framework of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, aimed at fighting 
money laundering and financing of terrorism, there is 
no global talk of banning offshores.

So, in each individual case, the country has to 
conduct its own investigations, in order to make sure, 
whether national legislation norms were violated or 
not.

Full text

Scientific Consultant of the Razumkov Centre on  
Economic Issues Volodymyr SIDENKO

Energy Sector
UKRAINE CAN BECOME 90% GAS SELF-SUFFICIENT

Ukraine can reach the level of natural gas 
consumption of 25-27 bn cu. m.  In order to do this,  
we first need to conduct monetisation of subsidies. 
When subsidies are paid to specific consumers,  
instead of monopolies, these consumers will be 
interested in saving money, and therefore, gas.

Right now, people who get subsidies do not have 
an incentive to save, while monopolies are interested  

in them consuming even more. Second, we need to 
have complete tracking of energy resources.

25 bn consumption is a real goal. If we increase 
our own production up to 23 bn and can reduce 
consumption down to 25 bn, we will have to purchase 
additionally only 2 bn cu. m of gas, thus bringing 
Ukraine to 90% gas self-sufficiency. Besides, there is 
no sense in increasing our gas production, when our 
energy consumption system works as a collander. 
Meaning that the issue of consumption efficiency should 
have priority over increasing extraction.

Full text

Director of Energy Programmes of  
the Razumkov Centre  

Volodymyr OMELCHENKO

http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/velyka-pryvatyzatsiia-v-ukraini-chy-ie-shansy-ne-zalyshytysia-v-prohrashi
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PRICES FOR ALL ENERGY RESOURCES MUST BE DETERMINED USING MARKET MODEL 

Prices for all energy resources must be determined 
using market model.  However, Ukraine has currently 
got neither a retail natural gas market, nor a coal 
market. Therefore, in order to determine a price close 
to the market one, we should use European exchange 
prices as guidance.

In the nearest 2-3 years, it will be hard for Ukraine  
to stop importing coal, so we need to invest some 
serious money into its extraction. For this, we need 
to reform the coal industry. Privatise uneconomic 

mines. And, generally, we need to establish a coal 
exchange and an investment programme to increase 
production. The state must create appropriate pricing 
and investment conditions, and, most likely, conditions 
for privatisation of state mines, in order to increase our 
own coal production.

Full text

Director of Energy Programmes of the Razumkov Centre  
Volodymyr OMELCHENKO

Foreign Policy

Expert of Foreign  
Policy Programmes of  

the Razumkov Centre Viacheslav HOLUB

FUTURE PROSPECTS OR GHOSTS FROM THE PAST:  
HOW WILL THE 5TH EASTERN PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT BE REMEMBERED? 

The Netherlands referendum and failure to form a 
coalition government after the national election there 
have had a negative effect on the Ukraine-EU summit 
that took place this July in Kyiv. Then, due to reluctance 
of Netherlands to recognise Ukraine’s European 
aspirations, with Germany’s support, the signing of 
the final summit statement was jeopardised. President 
Poroshenko, besides insisting on a clear determination 
of future prospects for Ukraine’s European integration, 
offered Brussels long-term partnership goals that 
include integration into the EU Customs, Energy, Digital 
Union, Common Aviation Area and the Schengen area. 
Eventually, Kyiv’s offer was heard in Brussels. This 
October, thanks to Estonian Presidency in the EU and 
certain «wordplay» a compromise was developed, 
according to which the joint declaration of the Eastern 
Partnership Summit will mention the European aspira- 
tions and European choice of partner states, which was 
noted in the signed Association Agreements with the EU.

Last week, the European Parliament passed a 
resolution, in which it called for creating «Eastern 
Partnership +» format, which is exactly what defines the 
future prospects of bilateral relations. The EU agreed  
to offer its three associated partners – Ukraine,  
Georgia and Moldova – prospects for sectoral inte- 
gration into the EU according to their ambitions and 
under Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union. Yet, 
this will only be possible on condition of effective reform 
implementation.

Full text

DETERIORATION OF RELATIONS WITH POLAND IS TEMPORARY

Deterioration of relations with Poland is a situational 
occasion, largely conditioned by internal political 
circumstances in Poland. This is what is causing this 
external rhetoric of Polish government. On the other 
hand, after negotiations between the two countries, we 
may soon have a resolution.

This situation is not about concessions. We do 
not need a confrontational position that would only 
exacerbate the situation. The fact that Ukrainian and 
Polish presidents have had a consultation is already 
a major step forward. We should not be measuring, 
who agreed to bigger or smaller concessions, as these 
decisions are bringing us closer to a resolution, which  
is the number one priority.

It is premature to say that the situation is mitigated 
or completely removed from the agenda, there will be 
more outbursts, but this is temporary.

Full text

Co-director of Foreign Policy and 
International Security Programmes 

of the Razumkov Centre  
Mykhailo PASHKOV

http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/tsiny-na-vsi-enerhonosii-povynni-vyznachatysia-za-rynkovoiu-modelliu
http://razumkov.org.ua/statti-ta-interviu/perspektyvy-maibutnoho-chy-pryvydy-mynuloho-chym-zapamiataietsia-piatyi-samit-skhidnoho-partnerstva
http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/tse-tymchasova-sytuatsiia-ekspert-pro-zahostrennia-vidnosyn-iz-polshcheiu
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THE CONFLICT BETWEEN PROSECUTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE  
OF UKRAINE AND NABU DOES NOT BENEFIT UKRAINE

The conflict between the Prosecutor General’s Office 
of Ukraine and the National Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(NABU), as well as draft law No.7362 that makes it 
easier to dismiss NABU director, clearly do not benefit 
Ukraine.

On the one hand, the conflict between the 
prosecutor’s office and anti-corruption bodies caused 
extremely negative reaction from America and the 
European Union. With the adverse situation of Georgian 
visa-free travel in the background, this is obviously 
disconcerting, because the EU has certain levers to 
stop visa-free travel for Ukraine.

At the same time, we should pay attention to the 
«momentous event» – the recent meeting of Verkhovna 
Rada representatives with the US Ambassador to 
Ukraine, as well as the fact that the bill was withdrawn. 
So, I do not think that the EU will be dealing with this 
separate bill right now.

Full text

Co-director of Foreign Policy and  
International Security Programmes of  

the Razumkov Centre  
Mykhailo PASHKOV

PENSION FUND DEFICIT IS ONE OF UKRAINE’S MAIN PROBLEMS 

Talking about stability according to financial 
stability criteria, Ukraine’s pension system can hardly 
be called that. Despite the fact that pension financing 
expenditures make up most of the social security 
spending – about 65% of the total, the level of our 
citizens’ pensions remains among the lowest in Europe. 
According to both, domestic and foreign experts, one  
of Ukraine’s main problems is pension fund deficit.

In the past years, pension fund deficit has been 
continuously growing. We have researched that this 
problem is typical not only for Ukraine. In proportional 
comparison, pension provision expenditures in EU 
countries, and the countries of Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Europe, are comparable  
to ours.

The problem was artificially generated to some 
extent, when the unified social security contribution was 
reduced last year. This is not news for anyone, and 

this government step has had ambiguous reaction. We 
remember very well the lobbying by representatives of 
small, medium and large businesses for this initiative, 
and from the business perspective this move must 
have looked acceptable. However, from the point of 
view of broad expert community that includes domestic 
and foreign experts, this move was ill-conceived and 
voluntarist, to say the least, and caused the growing 
pension system deficit.

Full text

Study was conducted by the sociological service of the Razumkov Centre from 22 to 27 September 2017 in 
all regions of Ukraine, except Crimea and the occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. Number of 
respondents – 2,008, age – from 18 y.o. Theoretical error of each sample does not exceed 2.3%.

For more information on the results of sociological studies conducted by the Razumkov Centre, see our  
web-site http://www.razumkov.org.ua. 

Sociology

How interested are you in politics? 
% of respondents 

Very interested

Rather interested

Not very interested

Not interested at all

Hard to say

West Centre EastSouth
UKRAINE 

5.0

32.7

43.1

17.2

2.0

4.5

35.2

43.1

15.5

1.7

6.1

33.0

40.5

18.6

1.7

3.8

27.5

46.3

20.4

2.1

4.5

32.4

45.2

15.1

2.8

http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/v-ukrainy-mozhut-vidibraty-bezviz-dyplomat-otsinyv-ryzyky
http://razumkov.org.ua/komentari/eksperty-nazvaly-defitsyt-pensiinoho-fondu-odniieiu-z-naiholovnishykh-problem-ukrainy
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0.2

0.1

0.4

0.0

UKRAINE

Have you ever read political party programmes? 
% of respondents

2017

44.1%

West

Centre

South

REGIONS

East

55.8%

Yes

0.1%

No answer

No

39.6 60.2

50.1 49.8

28.3 71.3

46.4 53.6

No answerNoYes

UKRAINE

Is there a difference between the programs of different political parties?
% of those who read the programs of political parties

2017

56.8%

West

Centre

South

REGIONS

East

42.2%

No answer

Yes

NoYes

No

0.3%
No answer

61.5 38.5

54.7 45.1

63.2 36.8

54.9 44.3

0.8

0.0

0.3

0.0

Do you know, what system of government Ukraine currently has?
% of respondents

Parliamentary-
presidential

republic

Presidential-
parliamentary

republic

Presidential republic

Parliamentary republic

Dictatorship

West Centre EastSouth
UKRAINE

Hard to say

55.1

16.4

3.2

2.8

1.8

20.7

60.0

21.3

0.4

1.9

0.6

15.7

53.7

15.8

2.1

3.3

1.8

23.3

52.7

14.9

4.1

6.2

0.8

21.2

53.7

13.4

7.0

1.5

3.2

21.3



results and a survey of Ukrainian MPs on the issues of 
political culture and the development of parliamenta- 
rism in Ukraine.

In the discussion, the following issues were covered: 

•  What are the main features and trends in the 
development of political culture in Ukrainian society 
at the present stage?

•  How do political culture features of the society 
and its representatives in the Parliament influence 
the way society perceives the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine and its operation?

•  What measures for developing political culture 
and strengthening institutional capacity of the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine can contribute to the 
more effective realisation of its representative 
function?

Discussion video is available here: 
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/vidbulas-fakhova-
dyskusiia-politychna-kultura-ukrainskoho-suspilstva-i-stan-
parlamentaryzmu-na-suchasnomu-etapi 

PRESENTATION OF RAZUMKOV CENTRE STUDY 
“FINANCIAL, SOCIAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS 
OF PENSION REFORM IN UKRAINE. GLOBAL 
EXPERIENCE AND UKRAINIAN REALITY”

Razumkov Centre presented its study «Financial, 
Social and Legal Aspects of Pension Reform in Ukraine. 
Global Experience and Ukrainian Reality» (download pdf 
version).

The publication presents the analytical report by 
the Razumkov Centre with an analysis of international 
approaches to pension system reforming, the current 
state of pension system in Ukraine and its reform.

Publication materials also contain a summary of 
sociological survey results and expert assessment of the 
abovementioned issue.

Presentation video is available here:: http://razumkov.org.ua/
novyny-tsentru/anons-prezentatsii-doslidzhennia-tsentru-
razumkova-finansovi-sotsialni-ta-pravovi-aspekty-pensiinoi-
reformy-v-ukraini-svitovyi-dosvid-ta-ukrainski-realii 

PARTICIPATION IN TEPSA CONFERENCE 

Lead Expert of Political and Legal Programmes of the 
Razumkov Centre Viktor Zamiatin took part in the work of 
the regular conference of Trans-European Policy Studies 
Association (TEPSA) that took place in Sofia (Bulgaria) 
on 30 November – 1 December 2017. Mr. Zamiatin 
participated in panel discussions in the framework of the 
conference, and also discussed with TEPSA leadership 
the possibilities for increasing cooperation between the 
Razumkov Centre and the Association and its separate 
members, in particular, on conducting joint studies on 
topics relevant for Ukraine and the EU.

TEPSA conference is held twice a year in the country 
holding the EU Council Presidency prior to the beginning 
of its mandate. Razumkov Centre has full TEPSA 
membership since June 2017.

Razumkov Centre Events
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ROUND TABLE “PROBLEMS IN 
IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGES REGARDING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM 
AND THE STATUS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT OF UKRAINE” 

On 20 December 2017, the Razumkov Centre, 
supported by the German Foundation for International 
Legal Cooperation and Council of Europe project 
«Support to the implementation of the judicial reform 
in Ukraine», conducted round table «Problems in 
Implementation of Constitutional Changes Regarding 
the Justice System and the Status of the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine».

Representatives of legislative and executive autho- 
rities, scientists, independent experts, as well as repre- 
sentatives of embassies and international organisations 
were participants in the discussion.

Informational and analytical materials was presented, 
and the following issues discussed: 

•  The process of introducing a constitutionally deter- 
mined judicial system (current state, problems).

•  Changes in the constitutional and legal status of a 
judge (problems of access to the profession and 
securing the status of a judge).

•  Prospects of proper provision of the right to a fair 
trial in connection with changes in procedural 
legislation.

З аналітичною доповіддю можна ознайомитися за 
посиланням:
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/article/2017_Sud_reform.pdf

EXPERT DISCUSSION “POLITICAL CULTURE 
IN UKRAINIAN SOCIETY AND THE STATE OF 
PARLIAMENTARISM AT THE PRESENT STAGE” 

On 14 December 2017, Razumkov Centre together 
with Konrad Adenauer Foundation Office in Ukraine 
held expert discussion «Political Culture in Ukrainian 
Society and the State of Parliamentarism at the Present 
Stage: Problems and Development Trends, Ways of 
Improvement».

Among participants there were representatives 
of legislative authorities, scientists, government and 
independent researchers and experts, as well as 
representatives of foreign embassies and international 
organisations.

Razumkov Centre presented its informational-analytical 
materials that among other things included sociological survey 

http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/socio/2017_Politychna_kultura.pdf
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/vidbulas-fakhova-dyskusiia-politychna-kultura-ukrainskoho-suspilstva-i-stan-parlamentaryzmu-na-suchasnomu-etapi
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/vidbulas-fakhova-dyskusiia-politychna-kultura-ukrainskoho-suspilstva-i-stan-parlamentaryzmu-na-suchasnomu-etapi
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/vidbulas-fakhova-dyskusiia-politychna-kultura-ukrainskoho-suspilstva-i-stan-parlamentaryzmu-na-suchasnomu-etapi
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/article/2017-PENSII.pdf
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/article/2017-PENSII.pdf
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/anons-prezentatsii-doslidzhennia-tsentru-razumkova-finansovi-sotsialni-ta-pravovi-aspekty-pensiinoi-reformy-v-ukraini-svitovyi-dosvid-ta-ukrainski-realii
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/anons-prezentatsii-doslidzhennia-tsentru-razumkova-finansovi-sotsialni-ta-pravovi-aspekty-pensiinoi-reformy-v-ukraini-svitovyi-dosvid-ta-ukrainski-realii
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/anons-prezentatsii-doslidzhennia-tsentru-razumkova-finansovi-sotsialni-ta-pravovi-aspekty-pensiinoi-reformy-v-ukraini-svitovyi-dosvid-ta-ukrainski-realii
http://razumkov.org.ua/novyny-tsentru/anons-prezentatsii-doslidzhennia-tsentru-razumkova-finansovi-sotsialni-ta-pravovi-aspekty-pensiinoi-reformy-v-ukraini-svitovyi-dosvid-ta-ukrainski-realii
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/article/2017_Sud_reform.pdf
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/socio/2017_Politychna_kultura.pdf
http://razumkov.org.ua/uploads/socio/2017_Politychna_kultura.pdf
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PRESENTATION OF BRITISH THINK  
TANK CHATHAM HOUSE REPORT  
“STRUGGLE FOR UKRAINE” 

On 11 December 2017, Chatham House, Razumkov 
Centre and the Hennadii Udovenko Diplomatic Academy 
of Ukraine at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have held 
a joint event in the conference hall of the latter, where 
a report of the British think tank Chatham House was 
presented titled «The Struggle for Ukraine».

The presentation gathered a full hall of parliament 
and government representatives, diplomatic offices and 
international organisations, think tanks and independent 
experts. 

Study authors James Sherr, Timothy Ash, Janet 
Gunn and Orysia Lutsevych talked about the evolution 
of security dilemmas that Ukraine and Europe are facing 
at the moment, evaluated the current tasks of reforming 
Ukraine’s economy, discussed today’s challenges and 
tasks for the civil society, without forgetting about the 
key problem – the fight against corruption.

Overall, «The Struggle for Ukraine» report aims 
to sum up the main challenges, successes and 
failures in foreign and domestic policy since the time 
of Euromaidan: from those related to security in 
connection with the Russian aggression to the need 
for comprehensive reforms and modernisation of the 
Ukrainian state. Full English text of the report is available 
here.

 In the discussion, the Razumkov Centre was 
represented by Lead Expert of Political and Legal 
Programmes Viktor Zamiatin and Co-director of Foreign 
Policy and International Security Programmes Oleksii 
Melnyk. The event was moderated by the Director of 
Diplomatic Academy Serhii Korsunskyi. 

Chatham House is an almost century-old think tank 
recognised as one of the best not just in the United 
Kingdom, but also globally. In 2015, within the framework 
of this think tank, a Ukrainian Forum was launched as a 
unique platform for research and debate.

ROUND TABLE WITH A FORMER  
US SECRETARY OF DEFENCE 

On 11 December, Co-director of Foreign Policy and 
International Security Programmes Oleksii Melnyk took 
part in the round table organised by the Victor Pinchuk 
Foundation. 

Key speakers included former US Secretary of 
Defence Ashton Carter, retired General of the United 
States Army, Supreme Allied Commander Europe 
(1997-2000) Wesley Clark, retired General of the United 
States Army, Chairman of the Board for the Institute for 
the Study of War Jack Keane, Director of the Atlantic 
Council’s Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center Ambassador 
John Herbst. 

Representatives of government authorities, 
diplomatic corps, domestic and foreign experts had 
a closed-environment discussion of the military-
strategic and political aspects of Ukraine’s national 
security, including the issue of providing Ukraine with 
lethal weapons, peacekeeping operation prospects, 
countering hybrid threats.

EXPERT MEETING WITH KOREA  
NATIONAL DIPLOMATIC ACADEMY 
PROFESSOR MR. KO JE NAM 

On 15 December 2017, Razumkov Centre hosted 
an expert meeting, at which Korea National Diplomatic 
Academy Professor Mr. Ko Je Nam presented his 
report «Security Situation on the Korean Peninsula 
and in the Northeast Asia».

RAZUMKOV CENTRE
Address: 01015, Kyiv, Lavrska, 16, Ukraine 

Telephone (044) 201 11 98, fax (044) 201 11 99 
Email: newsletter@razumkov.org.ua 

The meeting was organised by the Razumkov 
Centre and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in 
Ukraine.

Participants discussed the evolution of the security 
situation on the Korean peninsula in connection 
with rapid development of North Korea’s nuclear 
programme in the past year and its influence on 
regional and global security system. Positions and 
interests of the key actors (USA, Russia, China, 
Japan, South Korea, North Korea) were discussed, as 
well as prospects for conflict resolution. Presentation 
statements on the denuclearisation of Korean 
peninsula in exchange for economic preferences 
for North Korea caused lively debates among expert 
meeting participants.

The discussion was attended by representatives 
of Ukraine’s government structures, the Embassy 
of the Republic of Korea in Ukraine, experts of non-
government think tanks, scientists, international 
experts.

https://reader.chathamhouse.org/struggle-for-ukraine

