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It is difficult to say whether there will be the 
amount of votes in the parliament needed for 
these amendments. I do not rule out that these 300 
votes can be assembled with a variety of methods. 
However, in order for the society not to get a 
final impression that someone wants to take over 
the power, this should not be done. The experts 
suggest — and the government see themselves — 
that this bill should be revised. Now it is still 
possible to correct the mistakes, submit it to the 
Constitutional Court again, and pre-vote it in this 
session. Then — a final vote in February next year. 
We still have time to conduct this process properly, 
and introduce the necessary amendments to the 
bill.

Many questions arise to the state of modern 
parliamentarism. The first parliament actually 
adopted the decision and founded the state, 
The second one gave the Constitution. We 
had to negotiate with the communists, and we 
succeeded.

Currently there is a problem of the possibility to amend the Constitution in the 
conditions of the actual martial law as Article 157 of the Basic Law says that 
the Constitution should not be amended under the martial law. I think that the 
Constitution should be touched only in quiet times.

There is no doubt that, in fact, there are the conditions of martial law in Ukraine — 
there is an ongoing war. However, we, the lawyers, should focus on official things. 
Officially, nobody announced martial law in our country, Although the president, 
given the situation, not only had the right but was obliged to introduce martial 
law. This should not have been done nationwide — just in several oblasts. 
Although there are more than enough signs of war, it has not been officially 
announced. Respectively, if we have already started the process of constitutional 
amendments, it should be completed.

Even the left had the change of mind — 
they realised that they were involved in historic 
decisions. Some of them were no longer included 
into electoral lists for their “wrong” votes but they 
did their job, and they should be given their due. In 
the parliament of the first convocations, there was 
no economic component — commercialisation of 
the Verkhovna Rada started to take place towards 
the 1998 parliamentary election.

Of course, when looking at the current 
parliament, one understands what mechanisms 
operate there. In the long run, we do not have a 
mixed parliamentary and presidential republic. 
Furthermore, we cannot talk about the prospect 
of a mixed parliamentary and presidential republic 
because we just have no real parties. All that we 
have is political projects. Now in the Verkhovna 
Rada we can see not parliamentary work but 
resolving political and behind the scenes issues. 
Let us bear in mind that there was this Coalition 
Agreement. What has been implemented of it?

Clearly, we cannot talk about the development 
of parliamentarism. As long as the society 
tolerates it, we are doomed. Indeed, the civil 
society is waking up, people want to be involved 
in the processes — the Euromaidan is a proof of 
it. However, civil society has failed to become a 
subject of relations; it has failed to get organised. 
Until the society comes to a conclusion that it is 
necessary to create real parties, there will be no 
result.

Full text

IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO CORRECT MISTAKES IN THE BILL 
ON THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF UKRAINE

Legal Research Consultant 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Viktor MUSIYAKA

http://www.day.kiev.ua/uk/article/podrobyci/za-lashtunkamy-konstytuciynoyi-komisiyi
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Two thirds of Ukrainians believe that the country is 
developing in the wrong direction. New authorities with 
a new level of trust and hope for reform really caused 
some euphoria. However, all this was combined with the 
loss of Crimea and hostilities in Donbas. Therefore, there 
was no great euphoria. At the same time, Ukrainians are 
really very pessimistic and sceptical about the economic 
situation, the pace of reforms, and the level of fighting 
corruption.

In general, the opinion is very low on all the reforms. 
For example, on a scale of 1 to 10, most reforms were 
rated below 3. Only the reform of the law enforcement 
system was rated higher — the average score is 3.56. 
The national security and defence reform — 3.36; 
promoting Ukraine in the world — 4.24. So even these 
more successful reforms are rated very low. On the 
former school scale of 1 to 5, it is around two and a half. 
The rest is just two. So, indeed, the reforms are rated 
pretty badly.

UKRAINIANS LOST CONFIDENCE IN THE AUTHORITIES 
AND INCREASINGLY RELY ONLY ON THEMSELVES

However, almost half of the Ukrainians believe that 
the country can overcome the problems in the long 
term. We can also see that the changes that have begun 
in the society continue. Unfortunately, these changes 
have not yet transferred to the authorities. However, we 
can see that the volunteer movement, broadly speaking, 
has not died out although euphoria has passed. People 
continue to do something; Ukrainians are beginning to 
rely more and more on themselves. I think that certain 
optimism is related precisely to this. Of course, having 
the power leverage, it is much easier to make any 
changes. However, if the authorities do not want to do 
this, the citizen probably  can but it will take much more 
time and effort.

Full text

EARLY PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION WILL ONLY HINDER MODERNISATION OF THE COUNTRY

IN THE DECISION TO POSTPONE THE “ELECTION” IN THE SO CALLED LPR AND DPR, 
RUSSIAN POSITION IS CLEARLY VISIBLE

In Ukraine, certain political parties, and financial 
and industrial groups are trying to provoke early 
parliamentary election.

Ukraine does not need early parliamentary election 
now. Now it is a special stage in the life of the state when 
it is necessary to focus on the issues of modernisation. 
When we speak of reform, we should understand that 
someone has to take political responsibility and do not 
what is pleasant for voters but what the country needs.

If we find ourselves in the state of an election 
campaign, and we are already partly in it (local election 
is coming), we will see the work of the Verkhovna 
Rada paralysed. Before an election, politicians resort 
to populism and big promises. They may ignore their 
obligations stated in the coalition agreement in the sake 
of rankings and likes of voters. Such situation leads 
to the fact that the work of the parliament becomes 
ineffective. Now efficiency is needed more than ever. 
The package of laws on the entry into force of the 
EU Association Agreement requires coordinated and 
synchronised work of the Parliament and the Cabinet 
of Ministers. If we unbalance the connection between 
legislative and executive branches of the government 
again, we will go back. It is unclear where we will start 
again.

It is political ambitions that are pushing the forces 

The decision to postpone the “election” in the LPR 
and DPR is not an independent decision of the militants 
but the decision of Russia indicating what they should 
and should not do at the moment. This tactical move is 
another delay to make Ukraine fulfil the requirements of 
the enemy. These requirements of the militants (which, 
by the way, do not cancel the “election” but postpone 
it) were announced on 6 October. Among them, there 
is special status of part of Donbas, prevention of 
the prosecution of the militants, and amendments 
to the Constitution of Ukraine after consulting the 
representatives of the DPR and LPR. Here, the Russian 
position is clearly visible, which thus seeks to fully 
implement its goals under the guise of the alleged 
implementation of the Minsk Agreements.

inside the country to demand early election. The 
motivation of old and new players is clear.

Firstly, there are attempts to reincarnate the Party of 
Regions and its political heirs.

Secondly, business groups that are not represented 
in the government are coming into the political arena. 
They want to get in locally and beyond. Someone is 
unhappy about the policy of deoligarchisation and wants 
to get his position back. That is why political projects 
are quickly appearing now, designed only to access 
power. They are not representatives of the people. They 
are only called parties but, in fact, they are technical 
projects. If parliamentary election was held under these 
circumstances, imagine the result. A bunch of varied 
opposition to the parties that have taken responsibility 
and are loosing the ranking because of unpopular 
decisions will appear. This election would have formed a 
destructive balance of power.

Full text

Of course, the fact that the “election” on 18 October 
and 1 November will not be held will make it possible 
to hold another election provided for by the Minsk 
Agreement, according to the plan of resolving the 
conflict in Eastern Ukraine. So this can be considered 
a certain condition to take further steps for Ukraine 
to regain control over the occupied areas of Donbas. 
However, in fact, there is no guarantee that these steps 
will be taken and give results. So, there are conditions 
but no guarantee of the result.

Full text
Deputy Director, Director of Political 

and Legal Programmes of the Razumkov Centre 
Yuriy YAKYMENKO

Director of Sociological Service 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Andriy BYCHENKO

Deputy Director, Director 
of Political and Legal Programmes of 

the Razumkov Centre 
Yuriy YAKYMENKO

http://newsradio.com.ua/2015_10_05/Dv-tretini-ukra-nc-v-vvazhajut-shho-kra-na-vibrala-nepravilnij-shljah-ekspert-7411/ 
http://glavnoe.ua/news/n243156
http://glavred.info/politika/perenos-vyborov-dnr-i-lnr-kakie-celi-presleduet-kreml-339344.html


www.razumkov.org.ua 3

Co-director of Foreign Relations 
and International Security 
Programmes of the Razumkov Centre 
Oleksiy MELNYK

3

Analysing the events in Syria and Ukraine, there 
is undoubtedly a direct link here, and so far it is 
controversial. It is hard to say whether it will benefit 
Ukraine or, on the contrary, harm us.

The operation in Donbas was to divert attention from 
Crimea, and now the ceasefire in Donbas, and signing 
some kind of technical agreements on the withdrawal 
of weapons of under 100m calibre is, again, an element 
of the same game of Russia. Moreover, Syria is an 
opportunity to completely remove the Ukrainian conflict 
from international media, and thus convincing them 
that the real action is there.

Full text
Co-director of Foreign Relations 

and International Security Programmes 
of the Razumkov Centre Oleksiy MELNYK

RUSSIA WANTS TO DISTRACT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY FROM THE CONFLICT IN DONBAS

UKRAINE IS ABLE TO PRODUCE ONLY A SMALL NUMBER 
OF WEAPONS INDEPENDENTLY

Protective and defensive weapons which the 
U.S. agreed to give to Ukraine cannot be used in 
offensives. This is exactly about defensive weapons 
aimed primarily at reducing the aggressor›s ambitions. 
Counter-battery fire sets reduce the likelihood of 
sudden defeat of Ukrainian soldiers with the enemy›s 
artillery, and prevent sudden attacks and shelling of 
peaceful settlements.

Even before the events in Eastern Ukraine and 
Crimea, the U.S. provided permanent military 

assistance — in particular, as one of the indicators, for 
20 million USD under the two programmes of technical 
assistance. Usually, it was the equipment of military 
nature but not weapons — communications, and army 
off-road vehicles that participated in mutual trainings 
and peacekeeping operations.

However, despite a strong and advanced system 
of the military-industrial complex, a small number of 
military products can be produced in Ukraine within 
a closed-loop system. Even if there is an attempt to 
start a new production at current facilities, off-the-
shelf components will be bought either abroad or 
from other Ukrainian enterprises. The potential of the 
Ukrainian market of weapons for the armed forces is 
just huge — over the last 23 years, there was almost no 
procurement of new weapons for the Ukrainian army.

Full text

National Security and Defence

In 2006–2007, Russia completely withdrew its 
military bases from Georgia locating them in Russia but 
in close proximity to the Georgian border. The next year 
of 2008 of the Russian–Georgian war was a striking 
proof that concerns were not unfounded.

Now Russia is already building the second military 
base at the border with Ukraine. This shows that 
Russians have a long-term plan to act aggressively 
towards Ukraine. The war is not over, and the 
confrontation will be long.

The base is located in close proximity to the 
Ukrainian-Russian border (only 45km). Thus, the time 
of activation of the Russian troops will be minimal. 
According to unconfirmed reports, the new base will be 
able to receive 5,000 soldiers and over 1,300 pieces of 
military equipment.

Furthermore, when the level of threat is calculated, 
not only the amount of equipment and staff but also the 
goals of the opposite side are taken into account. All 
these factors should be taken into account in Ukraine›s 
strategic documents. If there was no conflict between 

Russia and Ukraine, the construction of bases could 
have been ignored. However, in the context of the 
recent events and the lack of even a hint of change 
of the Russian policy towards Ukraine, such factors 
should be taken into account.

We have a potential enemy who not only pays lip 
service but also demonstrates with direct actions that 
any talk about the possibility of restoring relations 
between Russia and Ukraine in the short term is 
impossible. At the same time, the entire line of the 
eastern and southern borders of Ukraine remains a 
potential direction of Russia’s attack. Any direction on 
this side is vulnerable.

We should not rely on the ceasefire in Donbas — 
this is only an element of tactics and hybrid warfare. 
It cannot be considered a beginning of resolving and 
stabilising the situation in Eastern Ukraine.

Full text
Co-director of Foreign Relations 

and International Security Programmes 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Oleksiy MELNYK

RUSSIA IS BUILDING NEW MILITARY BASES FOR LONG-TERM CONFRONTATION WITH UKRAINE

http://www.5.ua/polityka/Ukrainska-kryza-i-podii-v-Syrii-bezumovno-maiut-priamyi-zviazok--predstavnyk-tsentru-Razumkova-94457.html
http://www.golos-ameriki.ru/content/article/2986006.html
http://nv.ua/opinion/melnyk/zachem-moskva-stroit-voennye-bazy-na-granitse-s-ukrainoj-70511.html
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Director of Military Programmes of 
the Razumkov Centre 

Mykola SUNHUROVSKYI

Often conflicts that the UN is trying to resolve 
unfortunately end with frozen stages, and then are 
renewed again.

This requires a search of tools. Many alternatives 
can be suggested — the question is who proposes 
them and what interests pursues. How these strategies 
will merge in a single strategy is an open question. It 
would be better if the attention of the security body, 
which the Security Council is, was focused on resolving 
conflicts at the early stages of their emergence.

The veto mechanism in the Security Council has 
not completely run its course. In order to somehow 
diminish the negative things related to the fact that one 
country vetoes rather sensitive issues on the prevention 

and response to conflicts, there is a procedure 
provided by the UN General Assembly in Resolution 
377. It is called Unity for Peace (1950). It states that in 
case of blocking the work of the Security Council due 
to the veto of one of the permanent members, this 
issue can be considered by the General Assembly. In 
the annex of this resolution, a very detailed procedure 
how this should be done is provided.

Ukraine should use this very mechanism rather than 
wait until the Security Council is reformed, and Russia 
is deprived of the right of veto.

Full text
Director of Military Programmes of the Razumkov Centre 

Mykola SUNHUROVSKYI

THE UN DEMONSTRATES LOW EFFICIENCY 
IN RESOLVING ARMED CONFLICTS IN THE WORLD

Another agreement, signed in Minsk, on the 
withdrawal of weapons of under 100mm calibre from 
the contact line may temporarily cause a decrease in 
the intensity of hostilities in the conflict area. However, 
in fact, all these measures lead to no ultimate goal. 
These are the attempts to show that the “Minsk 
format” works. Initially, the issue of the withdrawal 
of the weapons of large calibre was raised, now — 
the withdrawal of the weapons of small calibre but 
the issue of troops withdrawal has not been raised. 
Without troops withdrawal, there is no guarantee 
that the hostilities will not resume. Also, it is about 
the withdrawal of weapons from the contact line, not 
outside the occupied areas.

The “Minsk format” is absurd because the issues 
of armed confrontation are linked to the issues of the 
political division of Ukraine. We will never reach any 
consensus like that. For if the Kremlin does not like 
the political situation in Ukraine, a military conflict in 
the contact zone flares up immediately. Thus, the talks 
should be divided into two formats. In one we should 
negotiate with the terrorist organisations DPR and 
LPR (any state should negotiate with terrorists). Here 
we should talk about ceasefire, troops withdrawal, 
exchange of prisoners, humanitarian aid etc. All the 
questions of the constitutional system of our country 
or Russia›s participation (not necessarily because it is 
an aggressor) should be discussed in the other format. 
Why the DPR and the LPR?

I think that a wave-like situation will persist in 
Donbas. Now Putin has gone a little quiet because of 
the UN General Assembly and upcoming election in 
Ukraine, which he will try to make the most of to bring 
his protégés to power. If he sees that it is not possible, 
the intensity of hostilities will increase again. Then the 
Kremlin will pursue their goals which they have not 
given up, with military means.

As to the Russian troops in Syria. Putin’s goal was to 
trade “the Syrian matter” for “the Ukrainian one” as well 
as to soften sanctions and break international isolation. 
However, he got the refusal. We even heard it in 
Obama›s speech. Ukraine will not become a bargaining 
chip. Putin expects that he will maintain his presence 

in the Middle East by reserving the leverage. This is 
the area of raw materials — thus, the Kremlin wants to 
influence the oil market. He is also trying to split the 
West in the matter of combating terrorists — the Islamic 
State — by removing his favourite protégé Assad. Putin 
has tried to demonstrate that a new coalition against 
the terrorists is being created. He even managed to do 
something in this direction. Last week, an agreement 
between four countries, which also included Syria, 
on the exchange of intelligence was signed. So Putin 
definitely does not want to abandon Assad›s support. 
However, he also got a clear answer on this that Assad 
is the main culprit.

Full text

UKRAINE WILL NOT BECOME A BARGAINING CHIP 
IN THE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN RUSSIA AND THE WEST

http://www.unian.net/world/1143196-reformirovanie-oon-ot-glubokoy-obespokoennosti-do-effektivnyih-deystviy.html
http://www.day.kiev.ua/uk/article/podrobyci/yak-spryymaty-novyy-sygnal-iz-minska
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TRADE BLOCKADE SHOULD CONSIDER THE SITUATION 
OF THE UKRAINIANS IN CRIMEA

The interaction of mainland Ukraine and Crimea is 
established by decisions on the settlement of relations 
with the areas uncontrolled by the government. 
Therefore, the law on the special economic zone in 
Crimea was also an ineffective structure. Such laws in 
general cannot be applied because to apply any regime 
in Crimea, this area should be politically controlled. 
However, there is no such control.

It is difficult to say how effective is the mechanism 
of the economic blockade of Crimea. Any blockade is 
a tool that affects both the object and the subject of 
these actions. Thus, Ukrainian citizens and Ukrainian 
companies also bear some of these losses. I would like 
to say that there is no clear division of absolute good 
and absolute evil here. This is a very complex tool 
which has its negative consequences.

There are different possibilities of influence, and 
we should study them, use various mechanisms — 

in particular, we should, for example, create certain 
possibilities to make the lives of our fellow citizens 
living in Crimea somewhat easier. We should create 
opportunities for people to buy the same goods on our 
territory. Therefore, we should come up with the best 
forms that at the same time demonstrate the influence 
of the Crimean authorities and do not cause too much 
harm to people who are not to blame for all these 
events.

Full text

According to Bloomberg ranking, the most 
influential people in the world are Janet Yellen, Chair 
of the U.S. Federal Reserve,  President of China Xi 
Jinping, and CEO of Apple Tim Cook.

The name of Janet Yellen is not indeed on 
everyone’s lips or well-known but this is the case when 
not the name but the position she holds is crucial. The 
Federal Reserve is actually the central bank of America. 
The position of its chair determines monetary and 
economic policy of the U.S., and, thus, monetary and 
economic policy worldwide. The stability of the dollar, 
global lending — all this, without exaggeration, largely 
depends on the position of the chair of the Federal 
Reserve.

The second position in the ranking shows the 
increasing role of China in the world. There are many 
rulers but much less of those who go down in history. 
The fact that the President of China ranks higher than 
Obama (the sixth), and Merkel (the ninth), highlights 

the rise of Tianxia over the past years and showed 
that despite the crisis, Chinese leadership is closely  
approaching the American.

The third in the list is a definite nod towards 
technology. Of course, one cannot deny that Apple 
demonstrates positive results every year, and is the 
innovation leader. However, one of the first positions 
in Bloomberg ranking indicates that technology is 
changing the world, and eventually their influence on 
economy and politics will only increase.

Full text

GLOBAL ECONOMY HEAVILY DEPENDS OF THE U.S. FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Economy

Director of Economic Programmes 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Vasyl YURCHYSHYN

Economic Research Consultant 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Volodymyr SIDENKO

Foreign Policy

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Pavlo Klimkin 
recently stated that visa-free regime with the EU is 
possible already next year. However, Ukrainian officials 
should do a significant amount of work for this.

Creation of the Anti-Corruption Bureau is a positive 
thing in the fight against corruption. However, now the 
EU expects specific results — they will assess how 
anti-corruption mechanisms work. Generally speaking, 
we still have major problems in the anti-corruption 
policy. This will also determine the situation in other 
areas.

We have moved forward on a number of points, 
and the EU have seen this. It is document security — 
biometric passports. The positive thing is that we have 
created mechanisms, structures, and legislation that 
open all the possibilities to move to a visa-free regime. 
One can be optimistic and say that by the end of the 
year, we will introduce a visa-free regime but, most 
likely, it will be the issue of next year.

The uncontrolled area of the Ukrainian–Russian 
border, located in the temporarily uncontrolled area of 
Donbas, will not be in the way of adopting a decision 
on the visa-free regime. In most of the country, the 
situation along the borders is quite optimistic. The part 
in Donbas is one of the problematic issues but it will not 
play a crucial role.

There are problems to be solved, and considering 
this, the EU may adopt a decision to introduce a visa-
free regime. The decision will be made not because we 
will score well in all the points but based on the total 
score, i.e. what the level of progress will be.

Full text

UNCONTROLLED AREA OF THE BORDER WITH RUSSIA WILL NOT PREVENT VISA-FREE 
REGIME WITH THE EU FOR UKRAINE

Co-director of Foreign Relations and 
International Security Programmes 

of the Razumkov Centre 
Mykhailo  PASHKOV

http://newsradio.com.ua/2015_09_25/S-denko-blokada-Krimu-zavda-shkodi-ukra-nskim-gromadjanam-kompan-jam-1297/
http://kp.ua/economics/514805-rynat-akhmetov-bolshe-ne-yavliaetsia-vlyiatelnym-chelovekom
http://www.segodnya.ua/politics/pnews/bezvizovyy-rezhim-nerabotayushchee-vedomstvo-bezhency-i-diskriminaciya-652775.html
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The law that was adopted back in spring defines 
the principles of operation of the natural gas market in 
Ukraine, based on the principles of free competition, 
consumer protection, and security of supply as well as 
capable of integration with the markets of the states of 
the European Energy Community but it is too early to 
talk about systematic changes in the gas sector.

To create a fully functioning market, the entry into 
force of this law is not enough. It is also necessary 
to adopt a number of legislative acts and by-laws. 
First of all, a law on the national regulator should be 
adopted. Without a well-functioning commission on 
the regulation of gas and energy market in general, we 
cannot talk about a competitive and efficient market.

Full text

EFFICIENT NATIONAL REGULATOR IS NECESSARY 
FOR COMPETITIVE GAS MARKET

SKILLED UKRAINIANS ARE ACTIVELY 
LEAVING ABROAD

In the conditions of the information warfare and 
terminological confusion, officials of various countries 
publish different data on the number of Ukrainians who 
leave the country.

Therefore, the exact number of foreign workers 
in Russia is impossible to count. According to official 
data of the Ministry of Social Policy as of mid August, 
the number of people who left Ukraine, in particular, 
to Russia is 383,000 citizens who received refugee 
status, and 580,000 who have a different political 
status, either under the programme of the resettlement 
of compatriots or obtaining temporary or permanent 
residence permit etc.

The Russian Migration Service says that currently, 
in Russia, there are 2,600,000 Ukrainian citizens, of 
whom 1,100,000 received refugee status.

Social Policy

Energy

Director of Energy Programmes 
of the Razumkov Centre 

Volodymyr OMELCHENKO

Leading Expert of Socialand Gender 
Programmes of the Razumkov Centre 

Olha PYSHCHULINA

The number of citizens leaving Ukraine is increasing, 
and this is recorded by all the international observers 
and organisations. The latest UN report says that over 
67 countries accept Ukrainian refugees. Mostly Belarus 
and Russia. 94% of the refugees from Ukraine are in 
Russia.

Of course, highly-skilled people and motivated 
people with an active life stance are leaving. 
Unfortunately, until now, the issues of employment 
and labour market have never been a priority in public 
policy so now a balanced migration policy is needed.

Full text

In the end of 2015, Ukraine should pay Russia 
3 billion USD.

On one hand, according to economic logic, we 
should pay because the debt is issued by the Irish 
Stock Exchange. On the other hand, it is clear that 
it would be, putting it mildly, a strange decision for 
our government to give such serious money to the 
aggressor state. Furthermore, in the situation when the 
status of the debt itself is not settled.

Respectively, Ukraine will have long litigation, 
especially since Ukraine also has certain claims to 
Russia. Furthermore, Ukraine›s position is justified — 

IN CASE OF BAD DEBT TO RUSSIA,  
UKRAINE MAY EXPECT LITIGATION

we proposed restructuring, having announced its 
conditions in advance. Commonly, it is encouraged 
when a country announces and explains its actions 
and decisions. Here international financial institutions 
fully support Ukraine so it is unlikely that Ukraine’s 
official default due to a deferral (not a waiver but 
namely a deferral) of payments will change anything in 
the attitude of international investors.

Full text
Director of Economic Programmes 

of the Razumkov Centre 
Vasyl YURCHYSHYN

http://www.radiosvoboda.org/content/article/27280750.html
http://www.uceps.org/ukr/expert.php?news_id=5795
http://www.umoloda.kiev.ua/number/2717/159/95122/
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Sociology

Who should represent your interests in the social processes in the first place?
% of respondents

 

June 2007

May 2010
May 2011
June 2012
May 2015

UKRAINE

Political parties

26
,4

%
26

,5
%

21
,4

%
17

,0
%

21
,6

%

NGOs

13
,8

%
14

,0
%

14
,3

% 16
,5

% 19
,5

%

Trade unions

13
,5

% 15
,8

%
16

,2
%

16
,8

%
15

,2
%

Certain
politicians

11
,9

%
10

,3
%

10
,2

%
11

,4
%

10
,1

%

Media

10
,5

%
6,

1% 7,
4%

9,
6%

7,
5%

Businesses

1,
4% 1,
8% 2,
3%

1,
4%

1,
5%

Other

4,
3%

6,
8%

3,
4% 4,

4%
4,

1%

I do not know

18
,2

%
18

,7
%

22
,8

%
20

,5
%

24
,8

%

UKRAINE

Whose interests do political parties in Ukraine serve?*
% of respondents

 

November 2014

December 2001

April 2003
October 2005
December 2009

May 2011

May 2015

 Financial and
business structures

45
,0

% 55
,7

%
53

,7
%

63
,4

% 57
,0

%
51

,6
%

57
,7

%

Party leaders

30
,5

%
45

,6
%

43
,1

%
48

,6
%

39
,1

%
37

,1
%

37
,3

%

Government

23
,2

% 31
,5

%
28

,3
%

18
,8

%
24

,8
%

22
,9

%
24

,2
%

Voters

3,
8%

5,
0%

13
,8

%
9,

8%
5,

8% 12
,5

%
11

,2
%

Do not know

22
,6

%
12

,0
%

14
,9

%
10

,7
%

10
,5

%
14

,7
%

15
,6

%

*Respondents were asked to mark off all the acceptable answers.  

UKRAINE

Is there a party in Ukraine about which you can say that it represents your interests?
% of respondents

No
48,3%

Yes
33,8%

17,9%

I do not know

 

DONBAS

Regions
WEST

No
46,9%

Yes
33,8%

I do not know
19,3%

CENTRE

No
53,3%

Yes
30,7%

16,0%
I do not know

SOUTH

No
47,4%

16,7%
I do not know

Yes
35,8%

EAST

No
40,8%

Yes
39,2%

20,0%
I do not know

No
48,7%

Yes
32,3%

I do not know
May 2015

19,0%

Before the local election that will be held all over Ukraine (except Crimea, and the so-called DPR and LPR),  
we consider it appropriate to present some of the findings of the public opinion polls on political parties and  
their role in the social processes to the public. More information on the findings of the public opinion polls 
conducted by the Razumkov Centre is available on  http://www.razumkov.org.ua
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THE RAZUMKOV CENTRE ATTENDED THE GLOBAL AND 
EUROPEAN THINK TANK SUMMIT IN GENEVA

On 1–3 October 2015, the Global and European 
Think Tank Summits were held by the Think Tanks 
and Civil Societies Programme of the University of 
Pennsylvania (TTCSP) and the Italian Institute for 
International Policy Studies (ISPI) in Milan. The 
summits were attended by representatives of over 90 
leading think tanks from over 50 countries.

At the summits, the Razumkov Centre was 
represented by Director of Political and Legal 
Programmes Anatoliy Rachok and Deputy Director, 
Director of Political and Legal Programmes  
Y. Yakymenko.

Among the key issues to discuss at the Global 
Summit were the role of think tanks in shaping the 
strategies of governments, international organisations, 
and civil society to seek answers to current global 
political and economic challenges — combating 
terrorism and strengthening global security, balancing 
the world order, stimulating economic growth 
and development, and achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

The European Summit focused on specific 
challenges for European think tanks as well as the  
most pressing regional issues.

The representatives of the Razumkov Centre 
attended the general debate at the Global Summit, 
gave a speech at the panel Security Crisis and 
Economic Crisis in Europe at the European Summit 
(the speech by Y. Yakymeko is available here), shared 
opinions, and discussed the prospects of cooperation 
with colleagues from the leading think tanks around the 
world.

For more details see materials and photo gallery.
ATTENDING THE SEMINAR FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT 
POLICIES

From 21 to 25 September 2015, Expert of Economic 
Programmes of the Razumkov Centre Kateryna 
Markevych attended the seminar Foreign Direct 
Investment Policies, held in the Joint Vienna Institute 
(Vienna, Austria).

The seminar was attended by foreign direct 
investment (FDI) policymakers, representatives of 
agencies for attracting investment and privatisation, 
scholars, and representatives of NGOs.

The seminar was devoted to the role of the FDI in 
ensuring economic growth and structural change in the 
economy. Particular attention was paid to theoretical 
and practical aspects of attracting FDI to the countries 
of Central, Eastern, and South-Eastern Europe.

During the seminar, Kateryna Markevych presented 
the material on the current situation of attracting FDI to 
Ukraine, investment climate, and stimulating FDI in the 
near future.
ON THE RESULTS OF THE COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON 
THE AGREEMENTS ON PRODUCTION SHARING AS A 
MECHANISM TO ATTRACT INVESTMENT IN ORDER 
INCREASE THE PRODUCTION OF HYDROCARBONS IN 
UKRAINE

On 23 September 2015, in the Committee of 
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on the Issues of 
the Energy Industry, Nuclear Policy, and Nuclear 
Security, hearings on the prospects of using the 
agreements on production sharing as a mechanism 
to attract investment in order increase the production 
of hydrocarbons in Ukraine was held. The main 
participants were parliamentarians, heads of the 
relevant domestic companies, industry scholars and 
experts as well as representatives of the media. At the 
hearings, the Razumkov Centre was represented by 
Leading Expert of Energy Programmes V. Lohatskyi.

More information on the results of the Committee 
Hearings are available here.

ANALYTICAL REPORT PROSPECTS FOR UKRAINE 
ENTERING THE MARKETS OF UPSTREAM COUNTRIES

On 24 2015, the analytical report Prospects for 
Ukraine Entering the Markets of Upstream Countries 
by Kateryna Markevych, Volodymyr Sidenko, and Vasyl 
Yurchyshyn was published.

More information on the analytical report is available   
here.
ATTENDING PUBLIC DISCUSSION ON THE DRAFT 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF UKRAINE 

On 5 October, in Kharkiv, Legal Research Consultant 
of the Razumkov Centre Viktor Musiyaka attended 
the discussion on the draft amendments to the 
Constitution, approved by Constitutional  Commission. 
The discussion was also attended by representatives 
of the judiciary from Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Donetsk, and Luhansk Oblasts, lawyers, scholars, and 
representatives of civic institutions.

Viktor Musiyaka and the judge of the District 
Administrative Court Volodymyr Kravchuk presented 
draft amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine in the 
part of justice.

http://www.uceps.org/upload/presentation_yakimenko.pdf
http://www.ispionline.it/en/articles/article/global-think-tank-summit-ispi-13932
https://www.flickr.com/photos/129372493@N07/
http://www.uceps.org/ukr/article.php?news_id=1261
http://www.uceps.org/upload/1441184182_file.pdf
http://www.uceps.org/upload/1441184182_file.pdf

