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Citizens attitude towards different types of territorial organisation
Public opinion survey

The research was conducted by the Razumkov Centre’s Sociological Service from 21 to 25 December 2013. The sample consisted of 2,010 respondents aged over 18 years old in all regions of Ukraine, Kyiv and Crimea representing an adult population according to the main socio-demographic indicators. The survey was done in a multistage random sampling design, based on quota method of respondent recruitment at a final stage. The sampling error does not exceed 2.3% with the probability of 0.95. 
The survey was conducted in the framework of the project "Decentralization in Ukraine: Opportunities and Risks" implemented by the Razumkov Centre with support from the Embassy of Switzerland in Ukraine.

Kyiv – 2014

In the end of December 2013, the Razumkov Centre had conducted a survey to determine the public perception of different options for territorial organisation.

According to the survey results, the majority of Ukrainians oppose the idea of having a federal state (61% of citizens expressed negative views and only 16 % were positive about it).

The idea of separating their oblast (region) from the rest of Ukraine and uniting with  another state received even lower level of support (81% - did not support; 6.5% - supported the idea); an independent state based on the South-Eastern regions of Ukraine (80% and 6%, respectively); the idea of separating the South-eastern regions of Ukraine and making them unite with Russia (80% and 7.5%, respectively); the creation of two independent states (the South-Eastern oblasts vs. Western and Central oblasts)  (​​77% of respondents did not support this option; 7% - supported it). The majority of residents from all macro-regions showed negative attitude towards these options.
Only 5.5% of respondents would want to see their region separating from Ukraine and joining another state (2.5% citizens in the West; 0.5% - in the Centre; 9% - in the East; 13% - in the South of Ukraine).

4.5% of respondents would like to see their region separating from Ukraine and establishing an independent state (a desire expressed by 3% of citizens in the West, 1% - in the Centre, 5% - in the East, 13% - in the South of Ukraine).

23% believe that the prevailing political contradictions, language and cultural barriers and economic disparity between the citizens of the western and eastern regions of Ukraine in future may result in separation of these regions and/or the creation of separate independent states on Ukraine’s territory or make those regions unite with other states. 61 % of respondents do not share this view. The proportion of respondents who do not share this view exceed the share of those who do - a trend being observed in all macro-regions of Ukraine.

The vast majority of residents from all macro-regions (from 88 % in the South; to 99% in the West; and 95% in Ukraine in general) perceive Ukraine as their motherland.
84.5 % of Ukrainians consider themselves patriots of Ukraine (94 % - in the West; 88.5 % - in the Centre; 81% - in the East; 72% - in the South).

Unless indicated otherwise, the data are displayed as percentage of the total.

The oblasts are distributed by the regions as follows: 

West: Volyn, Transcarpathian, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Rivne, Ternopil, Chernivtsi oblasts;

South: Crimea, Odessa, Kherson, Mykolaiv oblasts;

East: Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhya, Luhansk, Kharkiv oblasts; 

Centre: Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, Kyiv, Kirovograd, Poltava, Sumy, Khmelnytsky, Cherkasy, Chernihiv oblasts and the city of Kyiv.

Frequencies 
What is your attitude towards: 

	
	Support
	Do not support
	Hard to say 

	The idea of Ukraine as a federal state
	15,8
	61,4
	22,8

	The idea of separating your oblast (region) from the rest of Ukraine and uniting with the other state 
	6,5
	80,8
	12,6

	The idea of creating an independent state based on the South-Eastern regions of Ukraine
	5,6
	80,0
	14,4

	The idea of separating the South-Eastern regions of Ukraine and making them unite with Russia
	7,5
	79,7
	12,8

	The idea of creating two independent states (the South-Eastern oblasts vs. the Western and Central oblasts)
	7,3
	77,2
	15,5


Would you want your oblast to
 ...?

	
	Yes
	No
	Hard to say

	Separate from Ukraine and create an independent state
	4,5
	86,9
	8,6

	Separate from Ukraine and unite with the other state
	5,5
	84,4
	10,2


Do you believe that there exist deep political contradictions, language and cultural barriers and economic disparity between the citizens of the western and eastern regions of Ukraine that in future may result in separation of these regions and/or the creation of separate independent states on Ukraine’s territory or make those regions unite with other states?
	Yes
	23,1

	No
	60,6

	Hard to say
	16,4


Do you consider Ukraine your Motherland?
	Yes
	95,3

	No
	2,8

	Hard to say 
	1,9


Do you consider yourself a patriot of Ukraine?
	Yes
	49,0

	Rather yes
	35,5

	Rather no
	6,5

	No
	3,9

	Hard to say
	5,0


Public survey results according to regions
Do you support the idea of Ukraine as a federal state?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Support
	11,7
	11,2
	18,4
	21,7

	Do not support
	67,8
	64,9
	63,3
	53,3

	Hard to say
	20,6
	23,9
	18,4
	25,0


Do you support the idea of separating your oblast (region) from the rest of Ukraine and uniting with the other state?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Support
	4,1
	1,4
	15,4
	8,9

	Do not support
	84,0
	81,8
	79,4
	78,6

	Hard to say
	11,9
	16,8
	5,2
	12,6


Do you support the idea of creating an independent state based on the South-Eastern regions of Ukraine?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Support
	2,3
	2,0
	8,5
	9,8

	Do not support
	84,0
	81,4
	80,1
	76,2

	Hard to say
	13,7
	16,6
	11,4
	14,0


Do you support the idea of separating the South-Eastern regions of Ukraine and making them unite with Russia?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Support
	2,0
	2,8
	14,1
	12,4

	Do not support
	85,0
	82,6
	77,8
	74,4

	Hard to say
	13,0
	14,6
	8,2
	13,2


Do you support the idea of creating two independent states (the South-Eastern oblasts vs. the Western and Central oblasts)?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Support
	4,6
	2,9
	13,1
	10,6

	Do not support
	80,7
	80,4
	77,4
	71,7

	Hard to say
	14,8
	16,6
	9,5
	17,7


Would you want your oblast to separate from Ukraine and create an independent state?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Yes
	2,8
	1,1
	12,7
	4,7

	No
	88,8
	88,9
	80,7
	87,0

	Hard to say
	8,4
	10,0
	6,5
	8,3


Would you want your oblast to separate from Ukraine and unite with the other state?

	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Yes
	2,5
	0,5
	13,1
	8,6

	No
	88,5
	89,0
	77,8
	80,2

	Hard to say
	8,9
	10,5
	9,2
	11,2


Do you believe that there exist deep political contradictions, language and cultural barriers and economic disparity between the citizens of the western and eastern regions of Ukraine that in future may result in separation of these regions and/or the creation of separate independent states on Ukraine’s territory or make those regions unite with other states?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Yes
	9,7
	16,2
	33,3
	33,2

	No
	73,5
	65,0
	59,2
	49,0

	Hard to say
	16,8
	18,8
	7,5
	17,8


Do you consider Ukraine your Motherland?
	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Yes
	99,2
	98,5
	87,9
	93,3

	No
	0,3
	0,6
	6,5
	4,7

	Hard to say
	0,5
	0,9
	5,6
	2,0


Do you consider yourself a patriot of Ukraine? 

	
	West
	Centre
	South
	East

	Yes
	70,9
	54,2
	30,8
	39,4

	Rather yes
	23,2
	34,3
	41,0
	41,7

	Rather no
	1,8
	4,6
	12,5
	8,6

	No
	1,0
	3,1
	5,2
	6,0

	Hard to say
	3,1
	3,9
	10,5
	4,4


� In Crimea the respondents were asked about Crimea, in Kyiv – about Kyiv. 





PAGE  
1

